HaT b1 ARBER B AdoiTh e
ol U PR b ISR wufed, T Fad
goTdd, SiaEeal 3R dRIR Hrflet & fog
afcs Yerd iR & forg i Forfaes |
g1 g8 it wrdia woies & forg dia &
TR WHY & 3R 99 & wad # ARl &
forg ft &9 31U Ue™ HRAT § 9T AR Bl
A6 H GEIS BT & | 39 A & a7 |
g WRd H yoaie S § 9rfiie) &
afer < # ST off |

g #, foe gore # fasg W & Qo A
A1 6 geid & oY gae &1 AfeR 9gd &
IS & | ARBR] Gl & vfel fagara g7
IR S@! fIeaa=iigd qn wurd $I Yge a9
H 9Egd BIal 8 | gaferv 39 &R 3 uret
g &1 Reed g1 2 | 9Rd H G b
JferpR I S 2005 # &1 R 99 ¥
a1 U] IR & forg ifdres & <ifers A
H A A SERIY AT & e

IR g9 H, figwyg &9 & I, 89 39
e & < &= F o €| BT & 7 9
8U UfReT drisy | g9 Igyd fhar 6 IR
2 3g & Uy FHRTHS Gfed0 @+ | aR<ad
i & ue Ppuel SR AT g wau yored!
P! e o # weg Mo 8| 98verd, 39
R B gt 1 ¥ AR F & fow B
9 & fff segell 99 s & W &,
! BRIfARY anfe | weiwifey aRfua g &
difeh STTAT gRT AT TS G AT SHRIET B
gfoswR faar 1 9% 3R iferdl &1 I@EREE
el & 9 fhar < 96 | & 98 <@ B8 b
&9 39 3w grR1 & 78 Gemsi &1 drH So
" 3R Fg AfRIH R Iy dis1 7 g9 U
SYIRY A1EE 99 9 |

NEEPCO News M'LIEZAN

From the Editorial Board

Freedom of information, including the right to
access information held by public bodies, has
long been recognized not only as crucial to
democracy,  accountability and effective
participation, but also as a fundamental human
right. The Act is indeed a significant milestone in
Indian democracy and truly enables every one of
us to participate in the governenace of the
country while acting as a deterrent to corrupt
practices. Prior to this Act, one of the biggest
problems facing democratic institutions in India
was the general apathy and lack of participation of
people who felt utterly helpless against the
institutions of governance.

In fact, in the last decade, governments
around the world have recognized that access to
information is crucial for enhancing democratic
engagement, building confidence in government
institutions and strengthening their credibility and
effectiveness and have therefore opted to become
more open. In India, the Right to Information Act
was enacted in June 2005 and since then a large
number of requests for information has been
made by the public.

In our context, as a PSU, we too fall under the
purview of the Act. As we have learnt from the
recently concluded training programme, having a
positive attitude as far as RTI is concerned, will in
fact help us develop an efficient and well
organized information management system.
However, it is imperative that for effective
implementation of the Act we need to be fully
conversant with aspects such as the scope of any
law, the procedures by which people request
information and how requests should be
responded to, how to maintain and access
records so that we are able to take advantage of
the opportunities offered by the Act and so that
the Act is seen as a positive benefit to us, rather
than another burden.

Power for prosperity



